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Walter Elias Hadsell:
A Mining Engineer and 
Photographer in Mexico

(1906 – 1915)

Susan Toomey Frost
4th Mexican Postcard Congress

Querétaro, July 2011

El Oro, estado de México, 1910
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Hadsell in El Oro 
1906 - 1911

“El Cedro”

Las Dos Estrellas 
Mining Company

El Oro Mining and 
Railway Company
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Mercado El Oro

Tlalpujahua, Michoacán
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Palacio Nuevo 
El Oro, 1909

El Oro Club

“Right in here is where I get 
my morning’s mornin’”

Hadsell joined Camera Craft’s International Postcard Exchange in 1909.
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Park in Toluca
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Parks in Mexico City

“These two Mexicans on donkeys are Vera Cruz milkmen 
and they sell goats milk as there are no cows down here.”
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Hacienda Tultenango 
Estado de México

Transporting timber to mines
near Guanajuato

Rural scene
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Hadsell owned 
“La Kodak”
1911 - 1915

(fotógrafo desconocido)

México: fotografía y revolución

Miguel Ángel Berumen (2009)
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Hotel Terminal

Hotel Mexico

Hotel Diligencias

Puente de Metlac 
Ferrocarril Mexicano

F.C. Interoceanic 
Jalapa
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Vista del F.C. Jalapa y Texolo

Cemetery and Funeral Cars 
Veracruz
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La Antigua, 
Veracruz

Córdoba, Veracruz
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Jalapa, Veracruz
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Taller Arsenal Nacional
San Juan de Ulua

“No se permite fumar”

Ambassador Lane Wilson aboard the USS Vermont,
shaking hands with Admiral Frank Fletcher, March 1913
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Puerto y Muelle 
de Veracruz…..

April 21, 1914

Ypiranga arrives with guns sold by Remington Arms via Hamburg 
to evade President Woodrow Wilson’s embargo of Huerta
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Some 40 U.S. ships descended on Veracruz and Tampico in 1914, including
the USS Arkansas, Birmingham, Chester, Connecticut, Cyclops, Delaware, Des 
Moines, Dolphin, Florida, Georgia, Hancock, Kilpatrick, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Dakota, Orion, 
Prairie, San Francisco, Solace, South Carolina, Utah, Vermont, Virginia and Wyoming

Hadsell owned 
“La Kodak”

1911 - 1915

On Calle Miguel Lerdo, 
east side Hotel Diligencias

Photo by L&L
(Long & Lawman)

USS Louisiana
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Postmark USS Vermont:

“Everything is quite serene.  
This is one of the buildings 
we shot at.  Take notice of it.”

Interior of Naval School

Flag raising 
April 27, 1914
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U.S. Navy and Marines 
replaced by the Army

April 30, 1914

The U.S. Occupation
ended on Nov. 23, 1914
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Atoyac, Veracruz

Possibly Hadsell’s family 
in these photographs?

Hadsell’s wife died in 
June 1914, leaving 

three small children, 
all born in Mexico.

1916 – 1917
Hadsell a refinery foreman
Rosario Mining Company
San Juancito, Honduras

(Image found on the internet)



19

1918 Hadsell an assayer and chemist
New Cornelia Copper Company

Ajo, Arizona

† Walter Elias Hadsell †
(Ohio 1880 – 1967 Ajo, AZ)

www.susanfrost.org


